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DETAILED ACTION 
Notice to Applicant 

1 . This communication ids in response to the Amendment filed on 12/09/05. Claims 
1-3 and 6-7 have been amended. Claims 5 and 10 have been cancelled. Claims 11-22 
have been newly added. Claims 1-4, 6-9, 1 1-22 are pending. 

2. Applicant's arguments filed on 12/09/05 have been persuasive and the previous 
Office Action has been vacated, hence, a new Office Action is hereby presented. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Aquila et al (2002/0035488) in view of Boyer et al (6,208,973). 

(A) As per claim 1 , Aquila discloses a computer-implemented method for providing 
insurance information across a network, comprising: 

receiving an access code from a user (See Aquila; Page 8, Paragraphs 0141- 

0144); 

receiving a password from a user (See Aquila, Page 5, Paragraph 0098; 
Page13, Paragraphs 0236-0237); 
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executing computer-implemented instructions for determining the user class of a 
user from the access code and password (See Aquila, Page 5, Paragraph 0098; Page 
13, Paragraphs 0236-0237); 

in the event that the user is an agent, permitting the agent to enter insurance 
information for an insured (See Aquila, Page 1 , Paragraphs 0007- 0008); 

storing the insurance information along with the date and time of entry as a 
record in a database (See Aquila, Page 7, Paragraphs 0121-0122); 

executing computer-implemented instructions for generating an access code and 
password corresponding to the insured (See Aquila, Page 7, Paragraph 0131); 

in the event that the user is a holder, permitting the holder to view insurance 
information for the insured corresponding to the insured's access code and password 
(See Aquila, Page 7, Paragraph 0131). 

Aquila does not explicitly discloses that the method having receiving a set of 
requirements from the holder via the network; and executing computer-implemented 
instructions for displaying an exception report to the holder, the exception report 
indicating which of the insured' s insurance information violated the set of requirements. 

However, these features are known in the art, as evidenced by Boyer. In 
particular, Boyer suggests that the method having receiving a set of requirements from 
the holder via the network; and executing computer-implemented instructions for 
displaying an exception report to the holder, the exception report indicating which of the 
insured' s insurance information violated the set of requirements (See Boyer, Col.15, 
lines 19-67 to Col. 16, line 28). 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to have included the feature of Boyer within the system of Aquila with the 
motivation of providing a method of converting a healthcare transaction into a credit 
card transaction for payment by a patient (See Boyer, Col.4, lines 55-57). 

(B) As per claim 2, Aquila discloses the method wherein a holder may enter a 
plurality of access codes and passwords, each of the plurality of access codes and 
passwords corresponding to a single insured of a plurality of insureds (See Aquila, Page 
6, Paragraphs 01 10-0112). 

The motivation for combining the teachings of Aquila and Boyer is as given 
above in the rejection of claim 1 above, and incorporated herein. 

(C) As per claim 3, Aquila discloses the method further comprising: 
permitting the holder to view insurance information for each of the plurality of 

insureds simultaneously, an displaying a compliance report to the holder, the 
compliance report indicating which of each of the plurality of insureds' insurance 
information violates the set of requirements (See Aquila, Page 15, Paragraphs 0271- 
02772). 

The motivation for combining the teachings of Aquila and Boyer is as given 
above in the rejection of claim 1 above, and incorporated herein. 
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(D) As per claim 4, Aquila discloses the method wherein the compliance report is 
presented as a table, the table having one row corresponding to each of the plurality of 
insureds and one column corresponding to each requirement of the set of requirements 
(See Aquila, Page 10, Paragraphs 0171-0190). 

The motivation for combining the teachings of Aquila and Boyer is as given 
above in the rejection of claim 1 above, and incorporated herein. 

(E) As per claim 6, Aquila discloses a computer-implemented method for retrieving 
and evaluating insurance information across a network, comprising: 

inputting an access code and password for at least one insured (See Aquila, 
Page 1 , Paragraphs 0007- 0008); 

receiving at least one insurance record comprised of at least one category of 
insurance coverage for the at least one insured (See Aquila, Page 1 , Paragraph 0013; 
Page 5, Paragraph 0095); 

inputting at least one user-specified insurance requirement (See Aquila, Page 1, 
Paragraph 0013; Page 5, Paragraph 0095); 

comparing the insurance record to the user-specified insurance requirement (See 
Aquila, Page 10, Paragraphs 0162-0166) 
and 

displaying the results of the comparison (See Aquila, Page 1, Paragraph 0013; 
Page 5, Paragraph 0095). 
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The motivation for combining the teachings of Aquila and Boyer is as given 
above in the rejection of claim 1 above, and incorporated herein. 

(F) As per claim 7, Aquila discloses the method wherein the step of comparing the 
insurance record to the user-specified insurance requirement comprises: 

determining whether the user has specified a coverage minimum for at least 
one insurance category (See Aquila, Page 3, Paragraph 0070); 

determining from the at least one category of insurance coverage comprising 
the at least one insurance record whether the at least one insured's coverage meets or 
exceeds the coverage minimum (See Aquila, Page 17, Paragraphs 0304-0305); 

creating a table, the table comprised of at least one row corresponding to each 
of the at least one insured and at least one column corresponding to each of the at 
least one categories of insurance coverage, the intersection of the at least one row and 
at least one column forming at least one cell (See Aquila, Page 10, Paragraphs 0171- 
0190); 
and 

placing in the at least one cell an indicator corresponding to the results of 
determining whether the at least one insured's coverage meets or exceeds the 
coverage minimum (See Aquila, Page 17, Paragraphs 0304-0305). 

The motivation for combining the teachings of Aquila and Boyer is as given 
above in the rejection of claim 1 above, and incorporated herein. 
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(G) As per claim 8, Aquila discloses the method wherein the indicator further 
indicates whether the at least one insured' s coverage is cancelled or expired (See 
Aquila, Page 8, Paragraph 0140). 

(H) As per claim 9, Aquila discloses the method wherein the indicator indicating that 
the at least one insured' s coverage is expired is the date of expiration (See Aquila, 
Page 8, Paragraph 0140). 

(I) As per claim 1 1 , Aquila discloses the method further comprising executing a 
division function for limiting the contents of the exception report (See Aquila, Page 21, 
Paragraphs 0362-0363). 

(J) As per claim 12, Aquila discloses the method wherein the division function 
includes at least one of the following categories: subsidiary, division, region, 
branch office, project territory location, or product (See Aquila, Page 21, Paragraph 
0362). 

(K) As per claim 13, Aquila discloses the method wherein the set of requirements 
received from the holder are minimum insurance requirements the holder 
requires of the insured (See Aquila, Page 19, Paragraph 0333). 
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(L) As per claim 14, Aquila discloses the method further comprising providing the 
holder with a compliance report for at least one of a plurality of requirement sets (See 
Aquila, Page 8, Paragraphs 0138-0139). 

(M) As per claim 1 5, Aquila discloses a system of providing proof of an insured' s 
insurance via a network comprising: 

at least one computer-readable medium (See Aquila, Page 4, Paragraph 0074); 
computer-implemented instructions provided on the at least one 
computer-readable medium, the computer-implemented instructions for: 

receiving insurance information for proof of insurance from an 
agent for an insured of the agent (See Aquila, Page 1, Paragraphs 0008-0010); 

storing the insurance information electronically in a database (See Aquila, Page 
7, Paragraph 0131). 

Aquila does not explicitly disclose that the system having providing the insurance 
information and from the database over a network to a holder. 

However, this feature is known in the art, as evidenced by Boyer. In particular, 
Boyer suggests that the system having providing the insurance information and from the 
database over a network to a holder (See Boyer, Col. 15, lines 19-67 to Col. 16, line 28). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to have included the feature of Boyer within the system of Aquila with the 
motivation of providing a method of converting a healthcare transaction into a credit 
card transaction for payment by a patient (See Boyer, Col.4, lines 55-57). 
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(N) As per claim 1 6, Aquila discloses the system further comprising computer- 
implemented instructions for generating a compliance report summarizing the 
compliance status of each coverage for all insured (See Aquila, Page 17, Paragraph 
0304). 

(O) As per claim 17, Aquila discloses the system wherein providing the insurance 
information to the holder is for each insured for whom the holder has an access 

code and password (See Aquila, Page5, Paragraph 0098; Page 13, Paragraphs 
0236-0237). 

(P) As per claim 18, Aquila discloses the system further comprising computer- 
implemented instructions for issuing electronic notices to the holder (See Aquila, Page 
7, Paragraph 0131). 

(Q) As per claim 19, Aquila discloses the system further comprising computer- 
implemented instructions for indicating whether the at least one insured's coverage is 
cancelled or expired (See Aquila, Page 8, Paragraph 0140). 

(R) As per claim 20, Aquila discloses the system further comprising computer- 
implemented instructions for providing a holder with internet access to the insurance 
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information from a centralized certificate storage repository (See Aquila, Page 20, 
Paragraphs 0341-0346). 

(S) As per claim 21 , Aquila discloses the system further comprising computer- 
implemented instructions for comparing certificates to a holders custom requirements 
(See Aquila, Page 8, Paragraph 01 39). 

(T) As per claim 22, Aquila discloses the system further comprising computer- 
implemented instructions for validating insurance ratings by at least one independent 
rating organization (See Aquila, Page 20, Paragraph 0352). 

Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. The cited but not the applied art teaches method for accessing 
and evaluating information for processing an application for insurance (5,809,478) and 
Driversshield.com signs Nationwide Agreement for Its Web-Based Collision Repair 
Program; PR Newswire; New York; Jun 19, 2000; pg 1. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Vanel Frenel whose telephone number is 571-272-6769. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday- Thursday from 6:30am-5:00pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Joseph Thomas can be reached on 571-272-6776. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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PATENT EXAMINER 



